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Jennifer; MclLaughlin, Stephanie; Pierson, W; Prats, Sheila; Stewart, Elizabeth
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Pathways process in Family Matters.
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Dear Justice McDonald and Judges,

At the Rules Committee meeting held on September 18, 2023, Judge Albis and Judge Diana appeared for discussion
regarding RSID #2023-008, Proposal to amend various Practice Book Sections regarding the Pathways process in Family
Matters. Judge Albis mentioned recent legislation, which addresses the time periods in which the court must hear
certain family motions. The relevant legislation is Public Acts 2023, No. 23-7, An Act Ensuring Timely Scheduling of
Temporary Financial Support Hearings in Divorce and Custody Proceedings, which | have attached for your reference.

Thank you,
James

James T. O'Connor

Attorney, Legal Services
Connecticut Judicial Branch

100 Washington Street

Third Floor

Hartford, CT 06106

Tel: (860) 706-5120

Fax: (860) 566-3449

Email: james.oconnor@jud.ct.gov

This e-mail and any attachments/links transmitted with it are for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may be
protected by the attorney/client privilege, work product doctrine, or other confidentiality provision. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, disclosure, copying, dissemination, distribution, use or
action taken in reliance on the contents of this communication is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this in error and delete this e-mail and any attachments/links from your
system. Any inadvertent receipt or transmission shall not be a waiver of any privilege or work product protection. The
Connecticut Judicial Branch does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this communication
which arise as a result of e-mail transmission, or for any viruses that may be contained therein. If verification of the
contents of this e-mail is required, please request a hard-copy version.
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Substitute House Bill No. 6639

Public Act No. 23-7

AN ACT ENSURING TIMELY SCHEDULING OF TEMPORARY
FINANCIAL SUPPORT HEARINGS IN DIVORCE AND CUSTODY
PROCEEDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. Section 46b-83 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2024):

(a) At any time after the return day of a complaint under section 46b-
45 or 46b-56 or after filing an application under section 46b-61, and after
hearing, alimony and support pendente lite may be awarded to either
of the parties from the date of the filing of an application therefor with

the Superior Court. Upon the filing of a motion requesting an initial

order of alimony or support pendente lite that is accompanied by an

affidavit, on a form prescribed by the Chief Court Administrator, by the

moving party attesting that (1) the moving party has insufficient funds

to meet the moving party's reasonable needs or the reasonable needs of

the minor children of the parties, (2) the other party is not providing

sufficient funds to the moving party to meet such reasonable needs, and

(3) the moving party reasonably believes that the other party has

sufficient means or earning capacity to so provide, then such hearing

shall be held by the court not later than sixty days after the date on

which such motion requesting an initial order of alimony or support
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pendente lite and accompanving affidavit were filed. In the event that

such hearing requires a continuance to another date, the court shall give

calendar priority to scheduling such hearing on a date that facilitates the

expeditious resumption and conclusion of the hearing, absent a written

agreement or interim orders that provide for such alimony or support

pendente lite. In the event of a delay necessitated by a court closure or

emergency experienced by a party, such hearing shall be rescheduled to

a date that is not later than fourteen days after the date of the originally

scheduled hearing date. Full credit shall be given for all sums paid to

one party by the other from the date of the filing of such a motion to the
date of rendition of such order. In making an order for alimony
pendente lite, the court shall consider all factors enumerated in section
46b-82, except the grounds for the complaint or cross complaint, to be
considered with respect to a permanent award of alimony. In making
an order for support pendente lite, the court shall consider all factors
enumerated in section 46b-84. The court may also award exclusive use
of the family home or any other dwelling unit which is available for use
as a residence pendente lite to either of the parties as is just and equitable
without regard to the respective interests of the parties in the property.

Any financial order affecting the parties entered pursuant to the

provisions of section 46b-15, shall not be considered an initial order of

alimony or support pendente lite for purposes of scheduling a hearing

under this subsection.

(b) In any proceeding brought under section 46b-45, 46b-56 or 46b-61
involving a minor child, if one of the parents residing in the family home
leaves such home voluntarily and not subject to court order, and if the
court finds that the voluntary leaving of the family home by such parent
served the best interests of the child, the court may consider such
voluntary leaving as a factor when making or modifying any order
pursuant to section 46b-56.

Approved June 7, 2023
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